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best small cities in which to raise a 
family. The rankings were determined 
through criteria examining education, 
crime rate, housing affordability, jobs, 
diversity, health care, and arts and lei-
sure. 

I also commend Rogers’ community 
leaders, including Raymond Burns, 
president and chief executive of the 
Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce. The tireless efforts by these 
leaders to build and maintain a safe, 
desirable community helped make this 
top ranking a reality. They represent 
the best of our state, and I am proud of 
their accomplishments for their com-
munity. 

I salute the entire Rogers community 
for their efforts to maintain the herit-
age, beauty, and history of their com-
munity. I join all Arkansans to express 
my pride in this jewel of Arkansas.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID DANIEL 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
congratulate Mr. J. David Daniel, a 
resident of my home State, as he nears 
the end of his term as the 105th chair-
man of the Nation’s largest insurance 
association, the Independent Insurance 
Agents & Brokers of America, IIABA. 
Mr. Daniel was elected to the IIABA’s 
executive committee in 2004 and was 
installed as the association’s chairman 
last September. 

Founded in 1896, IIABA, or the Big 
‘‘I’’ as it is better known, is the Na-
tion’s oldest and largest association of 
independent insurance agents and bro-
kers, representing a network of more 
than 300,000 agents, brokers, and their 
employees. During his term as chair-
man of the Big ‘‘I,’’ David Daniel has 
been a leader on a number of issues for 
the association including health care 
overhaul legislation and financial serv-
ices regulatory reform. In a time of 
tectonic shifts in the financial services 
industry landscape, Mr. Daniel has 
proven to be a strong leader and a 
steady hand for the association and the 
insurance industry as a whole. 

David Daniel is president of Daniel 
and Eustis Insurance in Baton Rouge, 
LA. Prior to his election to the IIABA 
Executive Committee in 2004, he served 
on the board of directors of the Inde-
pendent Insurance Agents & Brokers of 
Louisiana, IIABL, for eight years be-
fore becoming president in 1997. Daniel 
served as Louisiana’s national board 
director beginning in 1998 and has 
acted as the State association’s rep-
resentative to the Louisiana Insurance 
Rating Commission. Mr. Daniel is also 
the recipient of IIABL’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the Out-
standing Committee Chairman Award. 
On the national level, Mr. Daniel has 
served on IIABA’s Technical Affairs 
Committee and was chairman of the 
Governance and Communication Task 
Force. 

David Daniel has long been praised 
for his work in Baton Rouge as well as 
the insurance industry. For 28 years he 
has been a member of the Capital City 

Kiwanis and was once awarded the 
George R. Hixson award for community 
service. As a pioneering member of the 
Christmas on the River Committee, 
Daniel worked to revitalize the river-
front area in Baton Rouge. He has been 
a volunteer youth basketball coach for 
the YMCA and is a founding member of 
the Vision 21 Foundation, an organiza-
tion that collects and distributes grant 
money to nonprofit groups in the 
Baton Rouge area. 

I would like to sincerely thank David 
Daniel for his commitment to his pro-
fession, his community, and the state 
of Louisiana. His efforts are greatly ap-
preciated, and I wish Mr. Daniel, his 
wife Janet, and their family all the 
best in their future endeavors.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JIM FUNK 
∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Mr. Jim Funk for his 
leadership and dedication to the Lou-
isiana Restaurant Association. Mr. 
Funk has served as the president and 
chief executive officer of the Louisiana 
Restaurant Association for almost 30 
years, and announced his retirement 
earlier this year. I would like to take 
some time to remark on his work and 
his contribution to the State of Lou-
isiana. 

First founded in 1946, the Louisiana 
Restaurant Association promotes, pro-
tects, and serves the interests of Lou-
isiana’s food service and hospitality in-
dustry. Now one of the premiere asso-
ciations in the Nation, the Louisiana 
Restaurant Association has grown in 
membership and status with Jim Funk 
at the helm during the past three dec-
ades. Through recessions, hurricanes 
and the most recent oil spill, Mr. Funk 
has led the industry through a business 
climate that has challenged Louisi-
ana’s restaurants on many levels. 

Mr. Funk has also been recognized 
nationally for his success in associa-
tion management, for his clout in Lou-
isiana’s politics, and for his dedication 
to culinary education. In 2007, he re-
ceived the industry’s highest honor— 
induction into the National Restaurant 
Association Educational Foundation 
College of Diplomats. Mr. Funk was 
also an impressive advocate for the em-
ployees of the hospitality industry. As 
the head of the Louisiana Restaurant 
Association, he created the LRA’s Self 
Insurer’s Fund for Worker’s Compensa-
tion, which provides important and 
necessary insurance to Louisiana res-
taurants and their workers. The fund 
now ensures more than 2,300 res-
taurants and hotels in Louisiana. 

Mr. Funk also fought to protect the 
integrity and reputation of Louisiana 
restaurants and food products. At the 
National Restaurant Association Show 
on May 22 of this year, he stressed the 
need to protect the wetlands and Lou-
isiana’s prominent fishing and seafood 
industry. Having guided the LRA 
through the devastating destruction of 
Hurricane Katrina and the current oil-
spill threatening our shores, Mr. Funk 
has shown laudable leadership. 

The profile of Louisiana’s res-
taurants industry and culinary tradi-
tions has been significantly enhanced 
during Mr. Funk’s tenure as president 
of the Louisiana Restaurant Associa-
tion. Thus, today, I am proud to honor 
Jim Funk and thank him for his dedi-
cation to the Louisiana Restaurant As-
sociation and to the State of Lou-
isiana.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL ALVIN B. 
LEE 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge the service of COL Alvin 
B. Lee as he relinquishes command of 
the New Orleans District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Colonel Lee, the 
New Orleans District’s 60th commander 
and district engineer, took command 
on July 20, 2007, and has served in that 
position for the past 3 years. 

The New Orleans District is the larg-
est district within the Corps of Engi-
neers. The complexity and magnitude 
of the issues dealt with in this com-
mand are staggering. In addition to the 
normal operating budget of $550 mil-
lion, this district includes the $14 bil-
lion hurricane and storm damage risk 
reduction system, HSDRRS, program 
for the Greater New Orleans Metropoli-
tan area. No other colonel in the Corps 
of Engineers is given responsibility 
even remotely close to this. 

Previous to his service as com-
mander, New Orleans District, Colonel 
Lee served in other key command and 
staff positions which include: Company 
Commander, 317th Engineer Battalion, 
3rd Brigade, 24th Infantry Division, 
Mechanized; Commander, Alaska 
Projects Office, Cold Regions Research 
Laboratory; Battalion Executive Offi-
cer of the 10th Engineer Battalion, and 
the Engineer Brigade Operations Offi-
cer, Third Infantry Division, Mecha-
nized. Colonel Lee also served in Af-
ghanistan during Operation Enduring 
Freedom as the Deputy Commander for 
the Afghanistan Engineer District. 
This resume serves as a testament to 
the character of Colonel Lee. 

While it is no secret that I do not see 
eye-to-eye with the Army Corps of En-
gineers as an organization, I can say 
that I greatly appreciate the efforts of 
Colonel Lee individually. Colonel Lee 
earned the respect of many within the 
local Louisiana communities over the 
past three years through his strong 
leadership and hard work. He is a fine 
officer who has given much in service 
to the Nation. I wish him well in future 
endeavors.∑ 

f 

TIMBER LAKE, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Timber Lake, SD. Founded in 
1910, the town of Timber will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary this year. 

Located in Dewey County, Timber 
Lake possesses the strong sense of 
community that makes South Dakota 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:21 Jul 16, 2010 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00091 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G15JY6.035 S15JYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-19T14:15:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




